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Dear friends and neighbors,      

In the 3rd-district newsletter I sent you at the beginning of the 2006 legislative ses-
sion, I listed my goals for the session, and specifically said this:

I will consider the session a success if we can:

Make our communities and our children safer by enacting common-sense reforms in 
our sex-offender policies that are agreed to by parents, victims’ advocates, prosecu-
tors and law enforcement professionals;

Improve our public schools, community/technical colleges and universities, espe-
cially in the areas of skills, craft and trade education;

Expand access to and affordability of quality health care for every person in our 
state, at every income level;

Help our city, region and state economies grow and create good, family-wage jobs 
with real benefits; and

Safeguard the bulk of Washington’s projected $1.4 billion budget surplus, building up 
a prudent reserve as a hedge against possible service cuts or tax increases in the 
event of a cyclical budget crisis.

I suppose this confirms the wisdom of those folks who say we should always put 
our goals in writing.  Because the fact is, we accomplished every single one of these 
items during our 59-day session . . . all these and more!  This was a great session for 
Spokane, for Eastern Washington, and for the whole state.

Was it perfect?  No.  I don’t think anyone expected it to be.  But I’m not sure anyone 
expected it to be as productive as it was, either, and I’m happy to put together this 
brief report for you.  Please take a few minutes to look it over, and remember:  I’m 
honored to have the opportunity to work for you, and I hope to meet with and hear from 
as many of you as possible in the next few months.  The 2007 legislative session may 
seem to be a long way off, but in many ways it’s just around the corner.

Sincerely,

Timm Ormsby
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Personnel News  
I’d like to introduce my new Legislative Assistant, Mandy Bossard. Mandy is a Spokane native who will graduate from EWU this spring. She 
is smart and energetic, and has a passion for the issues affecting our community. I encourage you to introduce yourself as she settles in to 
her new position.  Mandy replaces Richard Myers. I’ve had the pleasure of working with Richard since I first came to the Legislature. His 
judgment, professionalism, and work ethic have been a great service to all of us. Thank you, Richard, and best wishes.



Rep. Timm Ormsby • 3rd District

Investing Now, and  
Saving for the Future

I want to start off by commending my House and Senate col-
leagues, as well as Gov. Gregoire, for a supplemental operating budget 
that is sustainable, that reflects the Democratic values that most 
citizens embrace, and that invests in essentials while saving nearly 
a billion dollars for expenses we know we’ll incur sooner or later.  I’ll 
touch on many of these things in more detail, but briefly, our budget 
features: 

More than $940 million in savings for future needs; 

An investment in early learning so that Washington children arrive 
in kindergarten ready to learn; 

Support for students struggling to meet academic standards; 

An innovative new program that will help high school students 
enter into apprenticeships; 

Increased opportunities to earn four-year college degrees; 

Strategic investments to decrease dependence on foreign oil by 
creating a market for Washington-grown alternative fuels; 

Tools to secure water for agriculture, fish and cities in Eastern 
Washington;

A more secure safety net for vulnerable citizens of every age, 
including foster children, frail seniors and homeless families and 
individuals; 

Assistance for families struggling to pay heating costs; and 

Stronger protections for children in state care. 

Health Care
People of every age and income level need and deserve afford-

able, accessible, high-quality health care.  This session my colleagues 
and I once again led efforts to increase access to health care, protect 
patients and consumers, and increase the fairness of our health-insur-
ance system.

I’ve never understood why some people, who should know bet-
ter, try to segregate mental-health issues from other kinds of health 
problems.  For the second year in a row the Bush administration has 
slashed federal funding for mental-health care to the states, and for 
the second year in a row, your Legislature has done what it could to 
backfill the hole created by the feds – with this year’s $50 million 
bringing the two-year total to $130 million.  Here in Spokane County, 
voters passed a local-option sales tax as a stop-gap fix for the next 
three years, and that says a lot about the good people of this county.  
Now the state has done its fair share as well. 

Also on the health-care front, we:
Added Basic Health Plan slots for 6,500 people, bringing the total 
number of low-income workers covered by this affordable insurance 
to well over 100,000;
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Created a voluntary partnership to help small businesses offer good 
health coverage for their low-wage employees;

Got closer to our goal of insuring every child in the state by adding 
7,000 youngsters to the state-funded program; more than 80,000 
previously uninsured children have received coverage just in the 
last two years;

Increased screenings throughout the state for cervical, breast and 
prostate cancer;

Provided $18 million to cover pharmacy co-pays for low-income 
seniors whose out-of-pocket drug costs are going UP as a result of 
the Bush administration’s Medicare prescription “benefit” program;

Insured parity in pay and benefits between individual home-care 
workers and those providers who work for home-care agencies;

Significantly increased nursing-home reimbursements for residents 
eligible for Medicaid.  We also provided similar reimbursement 
increases for other assisted-living facilities, adult family homes, 
boarding homes and adult day-health providers; and

Invested in our city’s future with $1 million for WSU’s Institute for 
Systems Medicine, a Spokane biomedical research program.

Finally, in one of the most important compromises of the year, we 
enacted medical malpractice/patient-safety laws that had the approv-
al of doctors, insurers, lawyers and medical consumers.  It is important 
to note that this landmark legislation was achieved without demonizing 
doctors or lawyers and without taking away a patient’s constitutional 
right to sue.  We believe our legislation, which was actually introduced 
last year, before competing initiatives dealing with malpractice were 
both defeated by Washington voters, will increase patient safety and 
doctor/patient confidence as well as reduce the number of malpractice 
suits in our state.

Education
This was an outstanding year for education in Washington state.  

Legislators invested in quality education at all levels, taking major 
steps to provide the tools need to ensure that every student has the 
chance to succeed.

Early Learning:  
To give children educational 
opportunities well before kin-
dergarten, when some experts 
say their learning abilities are at 
their greatest, we consolidated 
more than 15 separate pro-
grams, scattered throughout the 

government, into a single streamlined Department of Early Learning.

K-12:  To help students meet the WASL standards, we gave 
schools new funding to provide remediation opportunities for 10th-
graders who are struggling with the graduation requirements.  We 
established alternative graduation paths for students who simply don’t 
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vided money for Spokane’s International Trade Alliance, and Avista 
Stadium will benefit from substantial state investment for renovation 
of that historic community treasure.

In other moves designed to create jobs, improve working conditions 
and strengthen the state’s economy, we crafted laws designed to:

Protect nurses and other health-care providers from patient-lifting-
related injuries;

Allow child-care workers to engage in collective bargaining for 
wages and working conditions;

Guarantee the benefits of the Family Medical Leave Act even if 
the Bush administration succeeds in gutting this historic, family-
friendly law at the federal level;

Authorize cities and counties to use innovative infrastructure 
financing methods to promote job creation and economic develop-
ment; and

Create more than 11,000 good jobs through the Public Works pro-
gram.

Civil Rights 
One of the most notable pieces of legislation that passed this ses-

sion is a civil-rights bill intended to put a stop to job, housing or credit 
discrimination based on sexual orientation. This long-overdue law will 
send the message that Washington is a place that safeguards equal 
rights, where people can live, work and prosper without fear of dis-
crimination, something I know we can all appreciate.

Capital Budget
It’s truly a pleasure serving as 

vice chair of the House Capital 
Budget Committee.  The capi-
tal, or construction, budget is 
the one spending plan pro-
duced by the Legislature that 
no one ever throws rocks at.  It 
doesn’t involve tax increases; it creates thousands of new jobs every 
biennium; and its projects make the state safer, more attractive and 
more people-friendly.   This year we did minor tweaks here and there 
to the capital budget crafted last year, widely praised as the best in 
the state’s history.  The adjustments we made this year, like so many 
other things done in Olympia this year, will bring significant benefits to 
Eastern Washington.  For a full list of 3rd-district projects, please visit 
my webpage at http://hdc.leg.wa.gov/members/ormsby.  In the mean-
time, here are a few highlights:

$10 million for biodiesel crushers for Eastern Washington’s growing 
new alternative fuel industry;

$10 million for WSU’s biotechnology/life sciences building;

$21 million for various housing efforts, including the Housing Trust 
Fund, farm-worker housing, transitional housing for domestic-vio-
lence victims, and services for homeless families;

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

2006 Legislative Report
test well, and we ordered a study to identify barriers to academic 
success.  

I’m sure many of you know that one of my primary reasons for 
seeking public office was to improve the status of career and techni-
cal education (CTE) for our young people.  This was a banner year for 
CTE.  We provided Opportunity Grants to help lower-income students 
receive instruction in high-demand fields; we improved outreach for 
apprenticeship programs; and we created a skills-based pilot project 
for high-school students called Running Start for the Trades.  We also 
awarded several million dollars to Washington’s comprehensive public 
high schools and skills centers, to upgrade their facilities and buy new 
equipment to help students learn trades as varied as auto mechanics, 
construction, cooking, medical assisting and computer programming.

Higher Education:  As a member of the House Higher 
Education and Workforce Educa-
tion Committee, I see compelling 
evidence every day that colleges 
and universities, including com-
munity and technical colleges, 
are key elements in economic 
development.    In addition to the 
Opportunity Grants mentioned above, we worked to increase access to 
higher-ed classrooms for students throughout the state.

Here in Eastern Washington, we authorized WSU’s Tri-Cities cam-
pus to become a four-year program offering degrees in high-demand 
fields like math, science, health care and engineering.

We added slots for 8,400 more students at two- and four-year 
public colleges and universities during the current biennium.  (Again, 
this is in addition to the 400 low-income adults who will benefit from 
Opportunity Grants.)

We increased pay and benefits for part-time faculty members at 
community and technical colleges, to make sure our students have the 
best possible instructors.

And I’m especially proud of a bill I sponsored (House Bill 3087) to 
bring down the rapidly spiraling costs of college textbooks and class 
materials.  With textbooks now averaging nearly $1,000 a year, my bill 
has the potential to save students several hundred dollars annually by 
directing public-college bookstores to adopt a number of cost-cutting 
measures.

Jobs and the Economy
I mentioned the historic compromise that led to landmark medical-

malpractice laws this session.  The Legislature achieved the same kind 
of win-win outcome after tackling unemployment-insurance reform, 
traditionally a very thorny problem.  This year’s compromise is espe-
cially beneficial for workers in seasonal industries like agriculture and 
construction, and for businesses, which stand to save millions a year in 
premiums.

We invested in Spokane’s future with money to promote our city’s 
hosting of the 2007 U.S. Figure Skating Championships. We also pro-
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$200 million for Columbia River management and water storage/
conservation;

$300,000 for refrigeration at Spokane’s Second Harvest Food Bank; 
and 

$400,000 to design the remodeling work on Patterson and Martin 
Williamson halls at EWU.

Clean Water
I’m happy to report that one of my 

prime-sponsored bills – nicknamed “the 
phosphates bill” by the press – passed 
the Legislature and was signed into 
law by Gov. Gregoire.  By July 2008, 
the phosphate content of automatic-
dishwasher detergents sold in Spokane, 

Clark and Whatcom counties will be nearly eliminated.  Two years 
later the limits will apply to all 39 Washington counties.  Phosphate 
pollution is currently choking the Spokane River, and my bill (House Bill 
2322) was necessary if the county hopes eventually to meet federal 
clean-water standards.  As I said in my most recent newsletter, there 
are effective dishwasher detergents available now that meet this new 
standard, so while we as consumers won’t notice the difference, our 
rivers and aquifers will, and so will our kids and their kids.

In a separate water-related issue, I want to give a special salute to 
Sen. Lisa Brown for helping us secure more than $3 million to aid in 
restoring the health of the Spokane and Little Spokane rivers.

Protecting our Children
Probably no single issue received more media exposure during the 

2006 session than sex-offender legislation, and for good reason:  This 
is literally a life-and-death issue.  We worked for months to develop 
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good, smart, tough, effective and enforceable laws — laws that reflect 
the best thinking of prosecutors, law-enforcement professionals, vic-
tims, and victims’ advocates, as well as lawmakers.  Our new laws will:

Set minimum penalties of 25-to-life for most sexual offenses 
against children.

Crack down on such predatory offenses as voyeurism, possession 
of child pornography, and communicating with minors through the 
Internet for immoral purposes.

Enforce tough new registration requirements for all sex offenders. 

Provide more support for victims of sexual assault.

Monitor the whereabouts of released sex 
offenders.  Thanks to the longer sentences 
we passed this year, many sex offenders 
will spend the rest of their lives in prison.  
For most who do eventually get out, though, 
we’ll monitor their whereabouts with GPS 
satellite technology — and even the slight-
est violation of their post-release conditions 
will result in renewed confinement.

Every society is judged by how well it protects its most vulnerable 
members.  These new laws are being called the toughest and most ef-
fective in the nation — even by such unlikely boosters of Washington’s 
Democratically-led Legislature as cable TV personality Bill O’Reilly.  I 
am proud to have been a part of the Legislature that gave our kids and 
families the protection they deserve.

A pair of other significant public-safety laws we passed this year in 
Olympia will make a driver’s fifth DUI conviction a felony, and restrict 
bulk purchases of two key ingredients used in the production of meth-
amphetamine. 
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